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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 



1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

The specification does not include a "Brief Summary of the Invention". See 

MPEP §608.01(d) and 37 C.F.R. 1.73. 

In paragraph 41, line 4, reference is made to "timer 6" and "CPU 96", whereas 

elsewhere in the specification and in the figures, the timer is element 96 and the CPU is 

element 92. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of which 

applicant may become aware in the specification. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



• 
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3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Moran, 
US Patent 6539380. 

In reference to Claim 1, Moran discloses a storage device including a host 
interface (Figure 3, access control device 16 and bus 14), a memory medium with a 
protected area (Figure 3, electronic data storage device 18, and column 6, lines 59-62), 
a biometric reader (Figure 3, biometric detection device 22), and a controller (Figure 3, 
data processor 28) that accepts biometric data from the reader and determines if the 
biometric data is for an authorized user (column 1 1 , lines 35-37) and blocks access to 
the protected area when the user is not authorized (column 1 1 , lines 45-50). 

In reference to Claim 2, Moran further discloses that the biometric record is 
stored on a firmware memory (column 1 1 , lines 8-1 1 ) and that the initialization routine 
performed by the controller is stored on a firmware memory (column 7, lines 13-16). 

In reference to Claim 3, Moran further discloses that the biometric record is not 
stored on the host computer (column 10, lines 60-67, where biometric data is stored 
either in internal memory of the biometric detection device or of the access control 
device) and that when the storage device is connected to a different host computer the 
initialization routine is run again before authorizing access to the protected memory 
(column 6, lines 59-62, where any attempt to access the storage device must go 
through the access control). 

In reference to Claim 4, Moran further discloses that the controller is part of a 
microcontroller that includes the firmware memory (column 7, lines 9-12). 
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In reference to Claim 5, Moran further discloses signaling the controller to read 
the biometric data (column 11, line 66-column 12, line 7). 

In reference to Claim 6, Moran further discloses an unprotected memory area 
and that access is allowed to the unprotected area when biometric data is not for an 
authorized user (column 7, lines 65-66, where a permission may be a standard 
read/write permission). 

In reference to Claim 7, further discloses that the biometric reader can be a 
fingerprint reader, a handprint reader, a facial geometry scanner, an iris reader, a retina 
scanner, or a voice-print recognizer (column 5, lines 22-27). 

In reference to Claim 8, Moran further discloses that the interface uses a USB 
protocol (column 6, lines 53-58). 

In reference to Claim 9, Moran further discloses that the memory medium can be 
solid-state memory (column 7, lines 34-37). 

In reference to Claim 10, Moran further discloses that the memory medium is 
removable from the storage device (column 3, lines 19-23; column 8, lines 10-12). 

In reference to Claim 1 1 , Moran discloses a method for securing a storage 
device including activating and executing an initialization routine (see Figure 4; column 
10, lines 39-43 and 47-51); activating a biometric input to capture biometric information 
(column 11, line 66-column 12, line 7); comparing the biometric information to a record 
for an authorized user to determine if the biometric information matches (column 12, 
lines 17-24); when the biometric information matches, allowing the host to access 
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protected data in the storage device (column 1 1 , lines 45-48); and when the biometric 
information does not match, preventing the host from accessing protected data in the 
storage device (column 1 1 , lines 48-50). 

In reference to Claim 12, Moran further discloses reading the record from non- 
volatile memory in the storage device (the stored identification information is read in 
column 12, lines 17-21; the identification information is stored in memory, column 10, 
lines 60-67). 

In reference to Claim 13, Moran further discloses that the storage device accepts 
a removable medium (column 3, lines 19-23; column 8, lines 10-12). 

In reference to Claim 14, Moran further discloses signaling the initialization 
routine when biometric information is captured (column 1 1 , line 66-column 12, line 7). 

In reference to Claim 15, Moran further discloses that several users' biometric 
records are stored on the storage device (column 10, lines 60-67, also noting that there 
can be multiple users, column 5, lines 39-45) and that the biometric information is 
compared to a plurality of records to find a closest match which is allowed access 
(column 5, lines 32-49). 

In reference to Claim 16, Moran further discloses executing an installation routine 
including capturing biometric information from a new user, forming a template from the 
biometric information, and capturing additional biometric information, comparing the 
additional information with the template, and storing the template when the information 
matches (see column 12, lines 10-37, noting especially that a user previously provided 



Application/Control Number: 09/681 ,054 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2137 

a measurement of a biometric parameter in order to be stored for later comparison, 
lines 21-24). 



In reference to Claim 17, Moran discloses a peripheral including a host interface 
means (Figure 3, bus 14), a controller means (Figure 3, data processor 28), a memory 
means having a protected memory means (Figure 3, electronic data storage device 18, 
and column 6, lines 59-62), and a biometric reader means (Figure 3, biometric detection 
device 22). Moran further discloses that the controller means accepts biometric data 
from the biometric reader means and compares the biometric data to a record to 
determine if the user is authorized (column 1 1 , lines 35-37), and blocks access to the 
memory means if the user is not authorized (column 11, lines 45-50). 

In reference to Claim 18, Moran further discloses that the controller means 
includes a means for executing instructions (column 7, line 1 3), a means for storing the 
programmable routines (column 7, lines 13-16), and a means for accessing the memory 
means (column 7, lines 9-18). 

In reference to Claim 19, Moran further discloses that the biometric record is 
stored in the code memory means (column 10, lines 64-67 where the fingerprint is 
stored in the memory or the access control device). 

In reference to Claim 20, Moran further discloses that the biometric record 
includes data for locations where finger lines or patterns change direction or end 
(column 5, lines 22-27; column 12, lines 17-31). 
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Conclusion 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Shaffer et al, US Patent 5784461 , disclose an image access control 
system which can include a secure storage medium secured by personal access 
code such as a password or biometric. 

b. Kramer, US Patent 6442286, discloses a smart card using fingerprint 
authentication. 

c. Ritter, US Patent 6657538, discloses a method, system, and device for 
personal authentication by biometric data, which can include an external secured 
device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zachary A Davis whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8902. The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays 8:30-6:00, alternate 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Morse can be reached on (703) 308-4789. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Fridays off. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



zad 



MATTHEW SMITHERS 
SMARY EXAMINER 




